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(57) Abstract: Hook holder (1) for a hook (4), especially a fish hook, hav- 
ing a shank (5) and one or more curved end (portions ) extending from the 
shank, said hook holder including a container part (2) provided with a cav- 
ity (7) for accommodating the curved end portions of the hook, and a con- 
tainer opening (8) through which the curved end portions of the hook are 
insertable into the cavity. The hook holder further includes retaining means 
to prevent the hook's curved end portions from unintentionally leaving the 
container part. The retaining means include a cover part (3) provided with a 
cover opening (9) and mounted on the container part (2) so as to be movable 
between a first position, in which the container opening (8) is accessible 
through the cover opening (9) to allow insertion of the curved end portions 
(6) of the hook, and a second position, in which the container opening (8) is 
losed by the cover part (3) to allow the hook shank (5) to project out of the 
hook holder through the container opening and the cover opening, and the 
curved end portions of the hook are prevented from leaving of the container 
part The invention further relates to a hook holder set having a storage unit 
(27) and a plurality of hook holders (1). 
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Title: Hook holder 
Technical Field 

5 The invention relates to a hook holder for a hook, especially a fish hook, having a 
shank and one or more curved end portions extending from the shank, said hook 
holder including a container part provided with a cavity for accommodating the cur- 
ved end portions of the hook, and a container opening through which the curved end 
portions of the hook are insertable into the cavity, the hook holder further including 

10 retaining means to prevent the hooks curved end portions from unintentionally 
leaving the container part. The invention further relates to a hook holder set having a 
plurality hook holders. 

Background Art 

15 

Such a hook holder is known from EP 0 326 626 Al and is used for encapsulating 
the pointed end portions of a fish hook, specifically a so-called treble hook including 
a shank and three curved end portions having points and barbs and extending from 
the shank. Artificial bait for angling is typically formed of a food-imitating part, 

20 which is provided with a fish hook at one end. The fish hook may be a so-called sin- 
gle hook, a double hook or a treble hook. The single hook includes a single curved 
end portion with a point and a barb, while the double hook includes two curved end 
portions, which are typical at so-called pirks, where the food-imitating part is 
formed integrally with the fish hook and where the two curved end portions are ar- 

25 ranged at 1 80° in relation to each other. Artificial baits in form of spoons or spinners 
often include a treble hook having three curved end portions extending from the 
hook shank and being arranged at about 120° in relation to each other. Storage of ar- 
tificial baits in a box involves the well-known problem that the hooks may get tan- 
gled up and have to be separated when the individual artificial bait is to be used. 

30 This is a time-consuming process and involves a risk of the fisherman snagging 
himself on the hooks, in particular when there is insufficient light. 
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Accordingly various embodiments of hook protection devices have been developed 
for encapsulating fish hooks during the storage and transportation thereof, said de- 
vices being removed when the hook is to be used. With such hook protection de- 
vices the hook may also be stored freely in the pocket of the angler's clothing. 

The hook holder described in EP 0 326 626 Al is made of plastics and has a Y- 
shaped opening with three slots being substantially of the same length and extending 
radially outwardly from a central axis with an interspacing of about 120° and a cavi- 
ty extending perpendicular into the hook protection device and having a cross sec- 
tion corresponding substantially to the shape of the opening. Adjacent the bottom of 
each slot of the cavity, small locking projections extend inwardly and behind which 
the curved end portions of the treble hook may snap into engagement such that the 
hook protection device is retained on the fish hook. One drawback of this device is 
that a certain amount of force is required to release the hook from the hook holder, 
when the snap action of the small locking projections is to be overcome. This in- 
volves a risk that the angler injures himself on the fish hook, the hook being jerkily 
released when pulling force is sufficient strong. 

Brief Description of the Invention 

The object of the invention is to provide a new and improved hook holder for a 
hook, especially a fish hook, said hook holder being easily and reliably releasable 
from the hook. 

According to the invention the object is obtained in that the retaining means include 
a cover part provided with a cover opening and mounted on the container part so as 
to be movable between a first position, in which the container opening is accessible 
through the cover opening to allow insertion of the curved end portions of the hook, 
and a second position, in which the container opening is closed by the cover part to 
allow the hook shank to project out of the hook holder through the container opening 
and the cover opening, and the curved end portions of the hook are prevented from 
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leaving the container part. When the container part is in its first position, the curved 
end portions of the hook may be easily and reliable inserted into the container part, 
whereafter the cover part may be turned to the second position, in which the curved 
end portions of the hook are prevented from sliding out of the container. When the 
hook is to be removed from the hook holder, the cover part is quite simply returned 
to the first position, in which the curved end portions of the hook may be reliably 
removed from the container part. As a result, it is not necessary to pull the hook to 
overcome a retaining force, the risk of injury caused by snagging on the curved end 
portions thus being minimised. 

According to an advantageous embodiment the container part and the cover part are 
cylindrical with a common central axis. Such a structure can be made very compact 
and is easy to manufacture. The common central axis is preferably coincident with 
the axis of rotation of the cover. 

According to a preferred embodiment the container opening and the cover opening 
are both Y-shaped and provided with three slots of substantially the same length ex- 
tending radially outwards at an interspacing of about 120°. Such a structure is suit- 
able for accommodating single hooks as well as treble hooks. 

According to an optional embodiment the container opening and the cover opening 
each is provided with an elongate slot extending diametrically through the central 
axis. Such a structure is suitable for a single hook as well as a double hook having 
two curved end portions extending from the hook shank at an interspacing of 180°. 

According to an embodiment the hook holder includes a pin being securable in the 
centre of the container opening and the cover opening, respectively, a single hook 
being arranged with its curved end portion in each slot or slot portion. This em- 
bodiment is particularly advantageous in connection with snoods with several single 
hooks. 
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According to an embodiment the cavity may be formed as a recess extending per- 
pendicularly into the container part and having a cross section corresponding sub- 
stantially to the shape of the container opening. 

5 According to a preferred embodiment the hook holder is made of a material or in- 
cludes a cavity allowing it and an artificial bait provided with a fish hook to float in 
the water. If an angler drops the artificial bait with a hook holder into the water, it is 
easily retrieved from the surface. 

10 According to an advantageous embodiment on its cylindrical wall the container part 
may include outwardly extending projections and the cover part may include in- 
wardly extending projections at the lower end of the cylindrical wall, said latter pro- 
jections being made to engage the lower face of the projections of the container part, 
when the cover part is moved from the first position to the second position. The 

15 cover part is thus prevented from falling off in its second position, but may be re- 
moved and replaced in its first position. The cover part may be replaced by one in a 
different colour, which may be advantageous, if the angler sorts his hooks according 
for instance to size, one colour corresponding to one hook size and a different corre- 
sponding to a different hook size. 

20 

A hook holder according to claim 9 is advantageous in that it is easily grippable for 
turning the cover part. 

The hook holder according to claim 10 is particularly advantageous for retaining 
25 several hooks, optionally with artificial bait, the hooks only being released one at a 
time in a simple manner. 

According to an embodiment the hook holder may include a mounting device having 
a hook holder fastening means and a fishing rod fastening means so that the hook 
30 holder may be attached to a fishing rod. As a result a hook or an artificial bait having 
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a hook provided with a hook holder may be secured to the fishing rod, which is ad- 
vantageous during transportation. 

According to a particular simple embodiment the hook holder fastening means and 
5 the fishing rod fastening means are formed as substantially C-shaped flexible clamp- 
ing means. 

A hook holder according to claim 13 is advantageous in that it may be turned from 
its first position to its second position and vice versa using only one hand, the con- 
10 tainer part or the cover part being fixed in relation to the fishing rod. 

The hook holder according to the invention may include a peripherally extending 
groove in the container part or the cover part. 

15 The hook holder may include a storage unit provided with circular openings having 
longitudinal grooves adapted to engage the longitudinal ribs. As a result the cover 
part may be easily turned between its first and its second positions using only one 
hand, the container part or the cover part being locked in the turning direction in re- 
lation to the storage unit. 

20 

The hook holder according to claim 16 is advantageous in that the container part and 
the cover part are prevented from leaving the storage unit. 

The invention also relates to a hook holder set including a storage unit and a plural- 
25 ity of hook holders being retained in the circular openings of the storage unit. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 



30 



The invention will be explained in detail below by means of preferred embodiments 
illustrated on the attached drawings, in which 
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Fig. 1 illustrates a hook holder according to the invention in its disassembled state 
and a treble hook; 

Fig. 2 illustrates the hook holder according to Fig 1 in its assembled state and with a 
5 hook being inserted therein; 

Figs. 3, 4 and 5 illustrate a container part in a top view, a side view and a bottom 
view, respectively; 

10 Figs.6, 7 and 8 illustrate a cover part in a top view, a side view and a bottom view, 
respectively; 

Fig. 9 is a top view of the container part; 

15 Fig. 10 is a sectional view through the container part along the line X-X in Fig. 9; 
Fig. 1 1 is a top view of the cover part; 

Fig. 12 is a sectional view through the cover part along the line XII-XII in Fig. 11; 
20 Fig. 13 is a top view of a mounting device for the hook holder; 
Fig. 14 is a side view of the mounting device; 

Fig. 15 is an illustration of how the mounting device can be used for mounted the 
25 hook holder on a fishing rod; 

Fig. 16 shows an optional embodiment of a hook holder according to the invention; 

Fig. 17 shows a storage unit for retaining several hook holders according to the in- 
30 vention; 
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Best Modes for Carrying Out the Invention 

Figs. 1 and 2 show a hook holder 1 according to the invention including a container 
part 2 and a cover part 3. The container part 2 is formed of a cylindrical body having 
5 a cavity being, accessible from the top through an opening 8. The cover part 3 in- 
cludes a circular upper wall 18 and a cylindrical side wall 15 extending downwardly 
from the periphery of the upper wall. The cover part 3 may be placed on the con- 
tainer part 2 and in its upper wall 19 it is provided with an opening 9 of a shape cor- 
responding to the shape of the opening 8 in the container part 2. As illustrated, both 

10 the container opening 8 and the cover opening 9 are Y-shaped to allow insertion 
therethrough of the three curved end portions 6 of a treble hook 4, said end portions 
extending from the hook shank 5. By turning the cover part 3 in relation to the con- 
tainer part 2 about an axis of rotation being concentric with the central axis of the 
container part 2 and of the cover part 3, the cover opening 9 is rotationally displaced 

15 in relation to the container opening so that the curved end portions 6 of the hook are 
prevented from leaving the hook holder 1 . 

Fig. 3 is a top view of the container part. A substantially Y-shaped container open- 
ing is provided in the upper face 17 of the container part, said opening having three 
20 substantially equally long slots 10 extending radially from the central axis at an 
interspacing of about 120°. A cavity 7 extends down into the container part from the 
container opening and has a cross section in the plane of the paper corresponding to 
the container opening 8. 

25 Fig. 4 is a side view of the container part. The outer face of the cylindrical wall 14 is 
provided with ribs for improved grip when the container part and the cover part are 
turned in relation to each other. Three rectangular projections 12 extend from the cy- 
lindrical wall 14, the function thereof being described below. 

30 Fig. 5 illustrates the lower face 16 of the container part, and the three above projec- 
tions 12 are clearly visible. 
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Fig. 6 is a top view of the cover part 3 and it is evident that the cover opening 9 - 
just as the container opening 7 - is Y-shaped and provided with three slots 1 1 of sub- 
stantially the same length extending radially outwards from the central axis at an 
interspacing of about 120°. 

5 

Fig. 7 is a side view of the cover part 3, the outer face of the cylindrical side wall 15 
thereof being provided with ribs. 

Fig. 8 is a bottom view of the cover part illustrating three projections 12 extending 
1 0 inwardly from the lower end of the cylindrical side wall 1 5. When the cover part 3 is 
arranged on the container part 2 in a first position, the projections 13 of the cover 
part are opposite the interspacing between the projections 12 of the container part. 
The cover part may thus be pulled axially off the container part and replaced by an- 
other cover part of a different colour, if desired. An angler may use cover parts of a 
15 specific colour for a specific size or type of fish hook. When the cover part 3 is 
turned about 60° from its first position to its second position, in which the cover 
opening 9 is rotationally displaced in relation to the container opening 8 and thus 
locks the hook in the hook holder, the projections 13 of the cover part are substan- 
tially positioned below the projections 12 of the container part such that the cover 
20 part cannot be removed from the container part. 

Fig. 9 is a top view of the container part, a sectional line X-X being shown diametri- 
cally through the central axis and one of the legs 10 of the container openings 8. Fig. 
10 is a sectional view along the line X-X in Fig. 9. As shown, the cavity 7 extends 

25 from the container opening 8 to the bottom of the container part for accommodating 
the curved end portions of a hook. One or more additional cavities 20 provided in 
the areas of the container body, which are not accommodated in the cavity 7, may 
merely contain air to provide the hook holder with buoyancy, whereby the hook 
holder with hook and artificial bait may float in the water. Optionally the container 

30 body may be solid, except for the cavity 7 and be made from a material being lighter 
than water. 
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Fig. 1 1 is a top side view of the cover part, a sectional line XH-XII being shown 
through central axis and one of the legs 1 1 of the cover opening 9. 

Fig. 12 is a sectional view along the line XII-XII in Fig. 11. The container opening 9 
5 in the upper wall 18 and the projections 13 extending inwardly from the cylindrical 
side wall are clearly visible. 

Fig. 13 is a top view of a mounting device 19 which can be used for securing the 
hook holder to for instance a fishing rod. The mounting device 19 is substantially 
10 formed of two coherent, laterally reversed, resilient, C-shaped clamping means 21, 
23, the openings of which facing away from each other. Fig. 14 is a side view of the 
mounting device 19. 

Fig. 1 5 shows how a hook holder 1 with an attached fishing hook may be secured to 
15 a fishing rod 22 by means of the mounting device 19. One of the mounting device's 
C-shaped clamping means 23 may thus be secured around the hook holder 1 and the 
other C-shaped clamping means 21 may be secured around the fishing rod 22. The 
angler is thus able to change from one fishing position to another without risking 
snagging himself on the hook or entangling the line with branches and the like. The 
20 container part 2 and the cover part 3 are both provided with longitudinal ribs 35. The 
C-shaped clamping means 23 may be provided with corresponding grooves on its 
inner face. As a result the cover part 3 may be retained by means of the clamping 
means 23 during turning of the container part 2. The clamping means 23 may op- 
tionally be clamped on the container part 2, the cover part 3 being turned. 

25 

Fig. 16 shows an embodiment, in which the hook holder in the container part 2 in- 
cludes a peripherally extending groove 24. 

Fig. 17 shows a storage unit 27 for storing several hook holders 1. The storage unit 
30 includes a first part 26 and a second part 27 being pivotal in relation to each other 
about a hinge 30, which inter alia may be a living hinge. The storage unit 27 may 
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thus be rotated between an open position, in which the hook holders 1 may be with- 
drawn from and inserted into the storage unit 27, and a closed position, in which the 
hook holders 1 are retained in circular openings 28 defined by the first part 26 and 
the second part 27 of the storage unit 27. The first and second parts 26, 27 each in- 
5 eludes a rear section 34 and two flanges 35, 36 projecting therefrom, each flange be- 
ing provided with semi-circular notches. In the closed position of the storage unit, 
these semi-circular notches define the circular openings 28, whose edges may en- 
gage the circumferential groove 24 of the hook holder shown in Fig. 16. The storage 
unit shown in Fig. 17 may thus retain four hook holders 1, but may naturally also be 
10 adapted to retain any number of hook holders 1. The storage unit is here made of 
plastic and may be locked in its closed position by means of snap lock projection 33 
provided on the first part 26 and which may snap into engagement with a snap lock 
notch 32 in the second part 27. A suspension hook 33 is provided yo allow the stor- 
age unit 27 to hang on a rod. 



The storage unit shown in Fig. 17 retains the hook holders on two sides, but may 
also be adapted to retain the hook holders 1 on only one side. 

A storage unit may also be formed as a square tube with a longitudinal slot in one 
20 side wall, said slot having a width corresponding to the diameter of the circumferen- 
tial groove 24. In such an embodiment a plurality of hook holders 1 may be inserted 
into the tube in abutment with to each other, a plug or another type of locking mem- 
ber being arranged such that the hook holders 1 are prevented from sliding out of the 
storage unit. 



The hook holder 1 shown in Fig. 16 may also be combined with a mounting device 
corresponding substantially to the one shown in Figs. 13-15, the C-shaped clamping 
means 23, however, being provided with an edge engaging the groove 24. 



15 



25 



30 



In Fig. 15 the C-shaped clamping means 23 retains the cover part 3 of the hook 
holder 1. According to an optional embodiment the clamping means 23 retains the 
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container part 2, the inner face of the clamping means 23 and the container part 2 
being provided with grooves or ribs extending parallel to the central axis of the con- 
tainer part 2 and engaging each other. . As a result, only one hand is needed for open- 
ing or closing the hook holder. 

5 

The container part is preferably provided with a hole in the bottom. If this hole is 
placed in the centre, a thin pin may be inserted through the centre of the container 
opening 8 and fixed in the hole in the bottom portion after one, two or three single 
hooks has/have been arranged with their curved end portions 6 in each section of the 
10 star-shaped cavity 3. A hook holder for treble hooks may also be used for retaining 
single hooks. The pin may optionally be provided with longitudinal grooves against 
which the shanks of the single hooks abut. This embodiment is particularly advanta- 
geous for storing snoods comprising several single hooks. 

15 The container part 2 and the cover part 3 may be provided with snap locking means 
so that the container part 2 and the cover part 3 are locked in relation to each other in 
the first and/or second position of the hook holder. These snap locking means are 
formed so that a certain force is required to move the cover part 3 out of the first po- 
sition and/or out the second position. 

20 

The individual components of the hook holder may be easily made of for instance 
injection moulded plastics. Optionally wood or metal may be used. 

The container part and/or the cover part may be provided with perforations to allow 
25 moisture to evaporate, whereby problems with corrosion on the hooks are reduced. 

Several hook holders may via their container parts be secured to a rail or for instance 
the railing of a boat. 

30 The hook holder may also be designed to accommodate a double hook with two 
curved end portions and may thus have a longitudinal slot through the central axis in 
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the cover part and a correspondingly shaped cavity in the container part. The hook 
holder may also be adapted for use with a single hook, a slot extending radially out- 
wardly from the central axis in the cover part and in the container part. 

5 The invention is not restricted to a hook holder for fishing hooks, but also covers 
other hook means, whose curved end portion is to be fixed or encapsulated. Accord- 
ingly, the hook holder may for instance be mounted on the lower face of a shelf so 
as to secure/hang a clothes hanger. 
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Claims 

1 . Hook holder (1) for a hook (4), especially a fish hook, having a shank (5) and 
one or more curved end portions (6) extending from the shank, said hook holder 

5 including a container part (2) provided with a cavity (7) for accommodating the 
curved end portions of the hook, and a container opening (8) through which the 
curved end portions of the hook are insertable into the cavity, the hook holder fur- 
ther including retaining means to prevent the hook's curved end portions from unin- 
tentionally leaving the container part characterised in that the retaining means in- 

10 elude a cover part (3) provided with a cover opening (9) and mounted on the con- 
tainer part (2) so as to be movable between a first position, in which the container 
opening (8) is accessible through the cover opening (9) to allow insertion of the 
curved end portions (6) of the hook, and a second position, in which the container 
opening (8) is closed by the cover part (3) to allow the hook shank (5) to project out 

15 of the hook holder through the container opening and the cover opening, and the 
curved end portions of the hook are prevented from leaving the container part. 

2. Hook holder according to claim 1, characterised in that the container part (2) 
and the cover part (3) are cylindrical with a common central axis. 

20 

3. Hook holder according to claim 2, characterised in that the container opening 
(8) and the cover opening (9) are both Y-shaped and provided with three slots (10, 
1 1) of substantially the same length and extending radially outwards at an interspac- 
ing of about 120°. 

25 

4. Hook holder according to claim 2, characterised in that the container opening 
(8) and the cover opening (9) each is provided with an elongate slot extending dia- 
metrically through the central axis. 
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5. Hook holder according to claim 3 or 4, characterised in that it includes a pin 
being securable in the centre of the container opening (8) and the cover opening (9), 
respectively. 

5 6. Hook holder according to one of the preceding claims, characterised in that 
the cavity (7) is formed as a recess extending perpendicularly into the container part 
and having a cross section corresponding substantially to the shape of the container 
opening (8). 

10 7. Hook holder according to one of the preceding claims, characterised in that it 
is made of a material or includes closed cavities allowing it and an artificial bait 
with a fish hook to float in water. 

8. Hook holder according to one of the claims 2-7, characterised in that on its 
15 cylindrical wall (4) the container part (2) includes outwardly extending projections 

(12) and the cover part (3) includes inwardly extending projections (13) at the lower 
end of the cylindrical wall (15), said latter projections being made to engage the 
lower face of the projections (14) of the container, when the cover part is moved 
from the first position to the second position. 

20 

9. Hook holder according to claim 2, characterised in that the container part (2) 
or the cover part (3) is provided with longitudinal ribs (35) extending parallel to the 
longitudinal central axis. 

25 10. Hook holder according to one of the preceding claims, characterised in that it 
includes several container parts (2) and associated cover parts (3), and that the con- 
tainer parts (2) or the cover parts (3) are firmly interconnected. 

11. Hook holder according to one of the claims 1-9, characterised in that it in- 
30 eludes a mounting device (19) having a hook holder fastening means (23) and a fish- 
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ing rod fastening means (21) so that the hook holder may be secured to a fishing rod 
(22). 

12. Hook holder according to claim 1 1 or either claim 2 or 9, characterised in that 
5 the fastening means (21, 23) of the mounting device (19) are formed as substantially 

C-shaped flexible clamping means. 

13. Hook holder according to claims 9 and 12, characterised in that the hook 
holder fastening means (23) includes inner longitudinal grooves adapted to engage 

10 the longitudinal ribs (35). 

14. Hook holder according to claim 2 or 9, characterised in that it includes a pe- 
ripherally extending groove (24) in the container part (2) or in the cover part (3). 

15 15. Hook holder according to claim 9, characterised in that it includes a storage 
unit (27) provided with circular openings (28) having longitudinal grooves adapted 
to engage the longitudinal ribs (35). 

16. Hook holder according to claims 14 and 15, characterised in that the openings 
20 (28) of the storage unit (27) includes circular edge portions (29) adapted to engage 

the peripherally extending groove (24). 

17. Hook holder set according to claim 15 or 16, wherein a plurality of hook hold- 
ers (1) are retained in the circular openings (28) of the storage unit (27). 




Fig. 1 
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